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From My Backyard to Our Bay

The Chesapeake Bay is in Peril

What 6s threatening the
Nitrogen. Phosphorus. Sedimdritese are the major pollutants responsible
the decline of water quality in the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.

Nitrogenandphosphorusare nutrients that are essential food in the right
guantities, but too much can be lethal to the Bay. Too much nutrient spaw
growth of algae that turns the water green

and can be toxic to marine life, pets, a
humans. When those algae die, they &
water of oxygen a v 2 d
where fish, oyste !
survive.

Sedimenis soil that washes into the B3
when it rains. It clouds the water and
prevents underwater grasses from gro®™ -
These grasses produce oxygen and prowde a place for young fish and cr.
develop and thrive.

So whods responsi bl e?
Every one of us. Every drop of water that falls on Anne Arundel County w
its way to the Bay. Along the way it will pick up and carry with it the things
put on the ground.

What can | do?

From My Backyard to Our Rdfers tips for living in harmony with the

Bay. It highlights how you can contribute to the health of your local

watershed, maintain an environmentally friendly lawn, and manage
stormwater runoff, wells, and septic systems in ways that will reduce
flow of pollutants and sediment into the Bay.

This guide has been produced by theAnne Arundel Soil
Conservation District and the Anne Arundel County Watershed
Stewards Academy.

Resources in Your Community

WATER CONSERVATION

e Anne Arundel County Department of Public YM®X223t582

e University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Extension Office at
4102226 758rwww.extension.umd.edu

e Maryland Department of the EnvironBG8682386101or
www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/WaterPrograms/Water_Conservation/index.asp

¢ USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/backyard/watercon.html

WATERSHED INFORMATIO N:

¢ Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works, Watershed, Ecosystems and
Serviced1062224240, or www.aacounty.org/DPW/Watershed/index.cfm

¢ Anne Arundel County Watershed Stewards Asad&ragcountywatershedstewards.c
4102223822

e Maryland Department of Natural Resousves.dir.state.md.us/watersheds/surf/
index.html

e Maryland Tributary Strategiggmatdnr.state.md.us/bay/tribstrat

e Maryland Department of the Environmemt.atde.state.md.us

o Water quality datdatip:/mddnr.chesapeakebay.net/eyesonthebay/index.cfm

WELLS, WELL WATER AN D SEPTIC:

¢ Anne Arundel County Health Department, Environmental Health Services at
410 222718%rwww.aahealth.org
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Resources in Your Community

RAINGARDENS

e For Anne Arundel County soil information or native plant list, call or stop by the offic
Arundel Soil Conservation District at 2662 Riva Rd. Annapolis} MB72546Y aacon-
servation.org

e For questions about raingardens and for a list of raingarden sites see:
www.aacountywatershedstewards.org

e For raingarden procedures in Anne Arundel County

www.aacounty.org/dpw/highways/raingarden.htm

Environmental Issues in Your Communit
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Restoring the Chesapeake.Bay..............oiieeeeeeeiiiiiiie e ceeee e
What is a Watershed?2.............uviiiieiiieeeee e eeeeee e
Anne Arundel Watersbdgigerything Flows to the.Bay.............

How Do Pollutants Get Into the Water?.............oevceccccvvvviieeeennnn.

e For many solutions to stormwater pallutenainscaping.org
o For a list of native plant suppliers, visit the Maryland Native Pldit@Bciety at
www.mdflora.org/publications/nurseries.html

RECYCLING

¢ Anne Arundel County Department of Public Y®X&2§100or
www.aacounty.org/dpw/wastemanagemanttp://www.recyclemoreoften.com/

e Maryland Department of the Environ(8600) &3810lorwww.mde.state.md.us/Progran
LandPrograms/Recycling/index.asp
o City of Annapolista3263794%r ci.annapolis.md.us

Easy Ways to Save Water....................
The Critical Area

Reporting Problems on Our Bay, Rivers, and.Streams.............c........

Environmental Issues in Your Bay
Storm Water Runoff Can Pollute
Stormwater Management Practices..

Rain gardens

Rain barrels

Conservation Landscaping & Native Planting
Pervious Pavers

St or mwat er Management Tax Credi
Streams Need Help..........c..vuviiiiii e 17.
Living Shorelines

RUNOFF & EROSION AND SOIL

¢ Anne Arundel Soil Conservation Diditi@bat6757aaconservation.org

¢ Anne Arundel County Department of Inspections and Permits at
4102237790 or 24 hr. hotline at £R27777

e Maryland Department of the Environ8G863226101or
www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/WaterPrograms/SedimentandStormwater/index.a:

¢ University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Extension Office at
413 2225675%rwww.extension.umd.edu

Backyard Best Management Practices

Keeping a Healthy Lawm.............uuuiiieiiiiiiiceeee e eereeee e e e
Maintaining Healthy Trees..

Addressing Pet Waste.....................

Controlling Noxious Weeds and Invasive Plants SRR I
Attracting Wildlife to your backyard.............oooceeeeee e

STREAMS

e Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works, Watershed, Ecosystem and Re
vices a#1062224240

¢ Anne Arundel Soil Conservation Didti@bat6757

e Maryland Streams and Rivevavat dnr.state.md.us/streams/index.html

Household Best Management Practices

Energy ConsSernvation...........cccooeeei i iie e
Getting Rid of Household Hazardous Waste.....

T3V 1 T .
Composting and Yard WaSEe..........cuueeiimreeeee e meeeee e .
Taking Care of Your Septic (Wastewater).System .
Living 0N Well WALEE........cooiiiiiiiiii e e
Maintaining Your VERICIE.........cccooiiiii e

SHORELINES

e Anne Arundel Soil Conservation Digtti@gbat6757 onaconservation.org

e Maryland Department of Natural Resuuft€86088990http://shorelines.dnr.state.md.t
living.asp

Agricultural Best Management Practices
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From My Backyard to Our Bay

What can we do?

The Watershed Steward Academy in conjunction with the Anne
Arundel Soil Conservation District are working to improve water
quality in the Bay.

, : TheWatershed Stewards Academy
; \/V D ( \‘ program that train community leaders, called
AMaster Watershoed St
: — = reduce theegative impacts of stormwater
Anne Arundel county - Watershed stewards Academy rUNOff in Anne Arun@eluntyThe role of
the MWS is to engage and educate citizens,
businesses and organizations within neighborhoods amuetenargntal
issues MWS coordinate sraatlle restoration on private property such as
installation of rain gardens, green roofs, rain barrels and septic retrofits a
as largescale restoration efforts such-astéidion areas or shoreline
restorations on community property. To find a MWS neéttypoligigisit:
world.aacounty.org/wers/

TheAnne Arundel Soil Conservation Distracties out

programs, both voluntary and mandated, which impleme

the policy of the State to provide for the conservation of

soil, water, and related natural resources for the control

and prevention of soil erosion. The efforts of the District

ANNE ARUNDEL focus on the environmental effects of two diverse but

ConsERVATION DISTRCT 1) 3lly essential areas of the local economy, agriculture
and urban development.

In agriculture, the District emphasizes the importance of soil conservatior
water quality, striving to have soil and water conservation plans in effect
working farms. These plans help farmers optimize productivity while
safeguarding their surroundings against the potential impact of poor land
management.

In urban development, the District reviews all sediment and erosion conti
plans for pending construction projects in Anne Arundel County, partneril
local Planning and Zoning officials to ensure that developers take the
necessary steps to manage stormwater runoff and to control erosion at t
prospective sites. For more informatiaacasiservation.org

Resources in Your Community

CONSERVING ENERGY

Maryland Energy Administratitii®26067655r
http://energy.maryland.gov/incentives/residential/est.asp
U.S. Environmental Protection Agenswapa.gov/
climatechange/wycd/home.html

FOREST STEWARDSHIP

Maryland Department of Natural Resources at
www.dnr.maryland.gov

Anne Arundel County ForestdiBar27441

Anne Arundel Soil Conservation Digtti@bat67570raacon-
servation.org

National Agroforestry Centewsat.unl.edu/nac

HAZARDOUS WASTE

Anne Arundel County Department of Public N&2RA7 951
or www.aacounty.org/dpw/wastemanagement

Maryland Department of the Environ8G8638610lorhttp://
www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/LandPrograms/
Hazardous Waste/home/index.asp

U.S. Environmental Protection Agenswapa.gov/epaoswer/
hazwaste/id/id.htm

LAWN CARE

University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Exten-
sion Office 41.07781661orwww.hgic.umd.edu
Maryland Department of Agricultumevaimda.state.md.us/pdf/

lawncare.pdf

PERMEAMABLE PAVERS

Rain Scaping Campaigmw.rainscaping.org
Cheapeake Bay Foundation: www.chesapekebay.net

PLANT/PEST CONTRO L

University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Exten-
sion Office 41L& 222- 675%rwww.extension.umd.edu

Maryland Department of Natural Resturces
www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/phrag.asp

Maryland Department of Agricattuwev.mda.state.md.us

Maryland Invasive Species Coufibidéd 1592 0or
http://www.mdinvasivesp.org

U.S. Department of Agricultuvenatinvasivespeciesinfo.gov 35
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Resources in Your Community

REFERENCE GUIDE FROM A -Z

AGRICULTURE

¢ University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Extension (
410 22 675%rhttp://annearundel.umd.edu/agriculture.cfm

e Anne Arundel Soil Conservation Digtti@bat6757 or

aaconservation.org

¢ Maryland Department of Agricultungvaimda.state.md.us

COMPOSTING :

e Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners offer free composting demonstri
and free composters at Quiet Waters Park. Call 410 222 6757 for more i

¢ Anne Arundel County Department of Public Wevkaatounty.org/dpw/
wastemanagement.yardwaste.cfm.

CRITICAL AREA

e Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and ZaQR2Ra150

¢ Anne Arundel County Department of Inspections andRea2#3 #0

e Maryland Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission at
www.dnr.state.md.us/criticalarea/quidancepubs/index.html

¢ Chesapeake Bay FoundatidhG6888160orwww.cbf.org/citizenguides/
final_critical area_site/1ca_home.htm

e www.dnr.state.md.us/criticalarea/trees.html

¢ University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Extension (
4106222675%rwww.extension.umd.edu

CONSERVATION LANDSCAPING

e Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and ZaQR2Ra7150

e Chesapeake Bay Foundation http://www.chesapeakebay.net/bfg_plants.:
menuitem=14343
e RainScaping Campaign http://www.rainscaping.org/
o Anne Arundel County Soil Conservation District5¥14 757
http://aaconservation.org/aboutus.aspx

CONSERVING LAND AND LAND TRUSTS

¢ Maryland Environmental Wwsi.conservemd.omyyww.dnr.state.md.us/
met
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Environmental Issues in Your Community

Environmental Issues

In Your Community

Restoring the Chesapeake Bay
The Chesapeake Bay is a national treasure but one that has been so bac
mi streated that it desperately n.
rivers; they start on the land surrounding the rivers, their watersheds. We
live in a watershed. The way we treat the land in our watersheds affects t
health of our streams, our rivers, and ultimately the Bay.

What is a Watershed?

A watershed is the entire land area
that drains to a body of water.
Topography (the elevation and the
contour of the land) determines
where and how fast stormwater
runoff will flow and eventually drain
to a surface water body such as a
stream, creek, river, or directly to the
Bay

© www.chesapeakebay.net

Every resident of Anne Arundel
County lives in one of the 12 County
watershed that ultimately drains

drains to the Bay
Chesapeake Bay Watershed

WHERE TO GET HELP FOR...
WATERSHED QUESTIONS

¢ Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works, Watershed, Ecosystems
Restoration Servidd92224240

¢ Anne Arundel County Watershed Stewards Academy,
www.aacountywatershedstewardkl 62823822
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