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From My Backyard to Our Bay 

The Chesapeake Bay is in Peril  
 

Whatõs threatening the Bay? 
Nitrogen. Phosphorus. Sediment. These are the major pollutants responsible for 
the decline of water quality in the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.   
 
Nitrogen and phosphorus are nutrients that are essential food in the right 
quantities, but too much can be lethal to the Bay. Too much nutrient spawn the 
growth of algae that turns the water green 
and can be toxic to marine life, pets, and 
humans. When those algae die, they rob the 
water of oxygen and create ñdead zonesò 
where fish, oysters, clams, and crabs canôt 
survive. 
 
Sediment is soil that washes into the Bay 
when it rains. It clouds the water and 
prevents underwater grasses from growing. 
These grasses produce oxygen and provide a place for young fish and crabs to 
develop and thrive. 
 

So whoõs responsible? 
Every one of us. Every drop of water that falls on Anne Arundel County will make 
its way to the Bay. Along the way it will pick up and carry with it the things that we 
put on the ground. 
 

What can I do? 
From My Backyard to Our Bay offers tips for living in harmony with the 
Bay. It highlights how you can contribute to the health of your local 

watershed, maintain an environmentally friendly lawn, and manage 
stormwater runoff, wells, and septic systems in ways that will reduce the 
flow of pollutants and sediment into the Bay.  
 

This guide has been produced by the Anne Arundel Soil 
Conservation District and the Anne Arundel County Watershed 

Stewards Academy.  
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WATER CONSERVATION : 
Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works at 410-222-7582 

University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Extension Office at  
    410-222-6758 or www.extension.umd.edu 

Maryland Department of the Environment at 800-633-6101 or  
  www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/WaterPrograms/Water_Conservation/index.asp 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service  
  www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/backyard/watercon.html 
   
 

WATERSHED INFORMATIO N: 
Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works, Watershed, Ecosystems and Restoration 

Services 410-222-4240, or www.aacounty.org/DPW/Watershed/index.cfm 

Anne Arundel County Watershed Stewards Academy,  www.aacountywatershedstewards.org, 

410-222-3822 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources at  www.dnr.state.md.us/watersheds/surf/

index.html 

Maryland Tributary Strategies at www.dnr.state.md.us/bay/tribstrat 

Maryland Department of the Environment at www.mde.state.md.us 

Water quality data at http://mddnr.chesapeakebay.net/eyesonthebay/index.cfm 

 

WELLS, WELL WATER AN D SEPTIC: 
Anne Arundel County Health Department, Environmental Health Services at  

    410- 222-7189 or www.aahealth.org  
 

 
 

http://www.mde.state.md.us
http://www.extension.umd.edu
http://www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/WaterPrograms/Water_Conservation/index.asp
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/backyard/watercon.html
http://www.aacountywatershedstewards.org
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/watersheds/surf/proj/wras.html
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/watersheds/surf/proj/wras.html
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/bay/tribstrat
http://www.mde.state.md.us
http://mddnr.chesapeakebay.net/eyesonthebay/index.cfm
http://www.aahealth.org
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RAINGARDENS  
For Anne Arundel County soil information or native plant list, call or stop by the office of the Anne 
Arundel Soil Conservation District at 2662 Riva Rd. Annapolis, MD 21401  410-571-6757, aacon-
servation.org 

For questions about raingardens and for a list of raingarden sites see:  
www.aacountywatershedstewards.org 

For raingarden procedures in Anne Arundel County:  
 www.aacounty.org/dpw/highways/raingarden.htm 

For many solutions to stormwater pollution, www.rainscaping.org  

For a list of native plant suppliers, visit the Maryland Native Plant Society at http://

www.mdflora.org/publications/nurseries.html 

 

 RECYCLING   
Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works at 410-222-6100 or 

    www.aacounty.org/dpw/wastemanagement or http://www.recyclemoreoften.com/ 

Maryland Department of the Environment at (800) 633-6101 or www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/

LandPrograms/Recycling/index.asp 

City of Annapolis at 410-263-7949 or ci.annapolis.md.us 
 

RUNOFF & EROSION AND SOIL  
Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District at 410-571-6757, aaconservation.org 

Anne Arundel County Department of Inspections and Permits at  
 410-222ð 7790 or 24 hr. hotline at 410-222-7777   

Maryland Department of the Environment at 800-633-6101 or 
 www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/WaterPrograms/SedimentandStormwater/index.asp 

University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Extension Office at  
 410ð 222 ð6759 or www.extension.umd.edu 

       

 

STREAMS 
Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works, Watershed, Ecosystem and Restoration Ser-

vices at 410-222-4240 

Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District at 410-571-6757 

Maryland Streams and Rivers at www.dnr.state.md.us/streams/index.html 

 

SHORELINES   

Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District at 410-571-6757 or aaconservation.org 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources at 410-260-8899or http://shorelines.dnr.state.md.us/
living.asp 
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What can we do? 

The Watershed Steward Academy in conjunction with the Anne 

Arundel Soil Conservation District are working to improve water 

quality in the Bay.   

The Watershed Stewards Academy is 
program that train community leaders, called 
ñMaster Watershed Stewards (MWS)ò,  to 
reduce the negative impacts of stormwater 
runoff in Anne Arundel  County.  The role of 
the MWS is to engage and educate citizens, 

businesses and organizations within neighborhoods on relevant  environmental 
issues.  MWS coordinate small-scale restoration on private property such as 
installation of rain gardens, green roofs, rain barrels and septic retrofits as well 
as large-scale restoration efforts such as bio-retention areas or shoreline 
restorations on community property. To find a  MWS near you, visit: http://gis-
world.aacounty.org/wers/   

The Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District carries out 
programs, both voluntary and mandated, which implement 
the policy of the State to provide for the conservation of 
soil, water, and related natural resources for the control 
and prevention of soil erosion. The efforts of the District 
focus on the environmental effects of two diverse but 
equally essential areas of the local economy, agriculture 

and urban development. 

In agriculture, the District emphasizes the importance of soil conservation and 
water quality, striving to have soil and water conservation plans in effect on all 
working farms. These plans help farmers optimize productivity while 
safeguarding their surroundings against the potential impact of poor land 
management.   

In urban development, the District reviews all sediment and erosion control 
plans for pending construction projects in Anne Arundel County, partnering with 
local Planning and Zoning officials to ensure that developers take the 
necessary steps to manage stormwater runoff and to control erosion at their 
prospective sites. For more information visit: aaconservation.org  
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CONSERVING ENERGY  
Maryland Energy Administration at 410-260-7655 or  
http://energy.maryland.gov/incentives/residential/est.asp 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at www.epa.gov/
climatechange/wycd/home.html 

 

FOREST STEWARDSHIP  

Maryland Department of Natural Resources at 
www.dnr.maryland.gov 

Anne Arundel County Forester at 410-222-7441 

Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District at 410-571-6757 or aacon-
servation.org 

National Agroforestry Center at www.unl.edu/nac 

 
HAZARDOUS WASTE  

Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works at 410-222ð 7951 
or     www.aacounty.org/dpw/wastemanagement 

Maryland Department of the Environment at 800-633-6101 or http://
www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/LandPrograms/
Hazardous_Waste/home/index.asp 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at www.epa.gov/epaoswer/
hazwaste/id/id.htm 

 
LAWN CARE  

University of  Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Exten-
sion Office at 410-778-1661 or www.hgic.umd.edu 
Maryland Department of Agriculture at  www.mda.state.md.us/pdf/
lawncare.pdf 

 
PERMEAMABLE PAVERS  
Rain Scaping Campaign  www.rainscaping.org 

Cheapeake Bay Foundation: www.chesapekebay.net  

 
PLANT/PEST CONTRO L 
University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Exten-
sion Office at 410ð 222 - 6759 or www.extension.umd.edu  

Maryland Department of Natural Resources at 
www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/phrag.asp   

Maryland Department of Agriculture at www.mda.state.md.us 

Maryland Invasive Species Council at 410-841-5920 or 
    http://www.mdinvasivesp.org 

U.S. Department of Agriculture at www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov 

http://aaconservation.org/default.aspx
http://energy.maryland.gov/incentives/residential/est.asp
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/wycd/home.html
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/wycd/home.html
www.dnr.maryland.gov
www.dnr.maryland.gov
http://aaconservation.org/default.aspx
http://aaconservation.org/default.aspx
http://www.unl.edu/nac
http://www.aacounty.org/dpw/wastemanagement
http://www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/LandPrograms/Hazardous_Waste/home/index.asp
http://www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/LandPrograms/Hazardous_Waste/home/index.asp
http://www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/LandPrograms/Hazardous_Waste/home/index.asp
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/id/id.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/id/id.htm
http://www.hgic.umd.edu
http://www.mda.state.md.us/pdf/lawncare.pdf
http://www.mda.state.md.us/pdf/lawncare.pdf
http://www.extension.umd.edu
http://www.extension.umd.edu
http://www.extension.umd.edu
at%20www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/phrag.asp
at%20www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/phrag.asp
http://www.mda.state.md.us
http://www.mdinvasivesp.org
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov
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 REFERENCE GUIDE FROM A -Z 
 
AGRICULTURE  

University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Extension Office at  
410- 222ð 6759 or http://annearundel.umd.edu/agriculture.cfm 

Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District at 410-571-6757 or  
aaconservation.org 

Maryland Department of Agriculture at  www.mda.state.md.us 
 

COMPOSTING :  
Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners offer free composting demonstrations 
and free composters at Quiet Waters Park.  Call 410 222 6757 for more info.  

Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works at www.aacounty.org/dpw/
wastemanagement.yardwaste.cfm.  

 

CRITICAL AREA  

Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and Zoning at 410-222-7450     

Anne Arundel County Department of Inspections and Permits at 410-222-7790 

Maryland Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission at  
    www.dnr.state.md.us/criticalarea/guidancepubs/index.html 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation at 410-268-8816 or www.cbf.org/citizenguides/

final_critical_area_site/1ca_home.htm 

www.dnr.state.md.us/criticalarea/trees.html 

University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, Anne Arundel Extension Office at  
    410-222-6759 or www.extension.umd.edu 
 

CONSERVATION LANDSCAPING  

Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and Zoning at 410-222-7450     

Chesapeake Bay Foundation http://www.chesapeakebay.net/bfg_plants.aspx?

menuitem=14343 

RainScaping Campaign http://www.rainscaping.org/ 

Anne Arundel County Soil Conservation District: 410-571-6757 

     http://aaconservation.org/aboutus.aspx 

 

CONSERVING LAND AND LAND TRUSTS  
  Maryland Environmental Trust www.conservemd.org, or www.dnr.state.md.us/
met 
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Restoring the Chesapeake Bay 

The Chesapeake Bay is a national treasure but one that has been so badly 
mistreated that it desperately needs our help. The problems donôt start in the 
rivers; they start on the land surrounding the rivers, their watersheds. We all 
live in a watershed. The way we treat the land in our watersheds affects the 
health of our streams, our rivers, and ultimately the Bay. 

 
What is a Watershed? 

A watershed is the entire land area 
that drains to a body of water. 
Topography (the elevation and the 
contour of the land) determines 
where and how fast stormwater 
runoff will flow and eventually drain 
to a surface water body such as a 
stream, creek, river, or directly to the 
Bay.  
 
Every resident of Anne Arundel 
County lives in one of the 12 County 
watershed that ultimately drains 
drains to the Bay. 

 
 

 
WHERE TO GET HELP FOR...  

WATERSHED QUESTIONS  
Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works, Watershed, Ecosystems and 

Restoration Services 410-222-4240  

Anne Arundel County Watershed Stewards Academy,  

www.aacountywatershedstewards.org, 410-222-3822 
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Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

© www.chesapeakebay.net 

http://annearundel.umd.edu/agriculture.cfm
http://aaconservation.org/default.aspx
http://www.mda.state.md.us
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/criticalarea/guidancepubs/index.html
http://www.cbf.org/citizenguides/final_critical_area_site/1ca_home.htm
http://www.cbf.org/citizenguides/final_critical_area_site/1ca_home.htm
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/criticalarea/trees.html
http://www.extension.umd.edu
http://www.conservemd.org,
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/met
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/met
http://www.aacountywatershedstewards.org

