ANNE ARUNDEL SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

HORSE SURVEY

NOTE: ALL RESPONSES WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.

Please fill out one survey per household. If someone leases your property for the purpose of housing horses, please have them complete the survey. If for some reason this survey has been sent to you in error, please be kind enough to answer question #1 and return. If you should have any questions, please feel free to call Suzi Whilden, the Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District’s Equine Outreach Specialist at 410-571-6757.

GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Please check the statements that best apply to your situation: 

___ I keep horses on my property that I own.

___ I have a boarding facility.

___ I manage a boarding facility that I do not own.

___ I board my horse(s) at a boarding facility

       If that facility is in AA County, where is it located? ______________________

___I have absolutely no involvement with horses.

2. How many acres is the property where the horse(s) are kept? ____________ 

3.  How many horse(s) are on the property? ____________ 

     If this is a boarding facility, what would the full capacity be? ______________

4.   Please identify the best description of the horse facility. (Please select all that apply)

___ Recreational/ Trail Riding                                 ___ Training

___ Boarding                                                            ___ Lessons/Instructional

___ Breeding                                                            ___ Dressage

___ Racing

___ Specialized/ Other: ________________________________

Manure Management

5. How do you dispose of your soiled bedding? (Please select all that apply)

___ Pay someone to haul it away.               ___ Give to gardeners or nurseries, etc

___ Haul it away yourself                            ___ Pile and leave to degrade

___ Spread it on grazed land                       ___ Spread it on ungrazed land

___ Compost

___ Other (please specify):____________________ 

6. Do you use a waste storage facility for your manure?  ___ yes  or ___ no 

If yes, what type? ___________________________________________

If no, why not? ___________________________________________

7. Do you drag your pastures to break down the manure?  ___ yes  or ___ no 

If yes, how often? ______________________________

If no, why not? _______________________________________________

    

 Pasture Management

8. What is your primary goal when turning your horses out on pasture? 

___ To provide them with a source of nutrition

___ To provide them with an area for exercise

___ Both of the above

___ Other (please specify) _____________________________________

9. Do you manage the weeds in your pastures? ___ yes  ___ no 
If yes, which method? ___ mowing ___ chemical control
If yes how often? _______________________________

If no, why not?    _______________________________

10. How is water delivered to your pastures? 
___ Running surface water such as spring or stream. Which? ___________

___ Non-running surface such as a pond

___ Buckets or hoses to watering trough

___ Automatic watering system

___ Water hydrant with buckets or tubs

___ Other (please specify): ____________________________________________

11. Is there a water source available to each pasture? ___ yes or ___ no
12. What type of fencing do you use for your pastures? (Please select all that apply) 

___ Wood/Board                                       ___ High-tensile wire

___ Barbed-wire                                        ___ Electric

___ Woven wire                                        ___ Vinyl

___ Other (please specify): ____________________________________________

13. What types of grasses are being grown in your pastures?(Please select all that apply) 

___ Bluegrass                                             ___ Timothy

___ Tall fescue                                           ___ Clover       

___ Orchard grass                                      ___ Grass/legumes mix

___ Other (please specify): ______________________________________________

___ Do not know

14. How many acres of pastures are available to the horses for grazing? _____________ 

15. How many separate pastures or paddocks do you use on your property? _____________ 

16. Do you turn the horses out in water saturated pastures?  ___ yes or ___ no 

17. Do you routinely use sacrifice areas for the horses? (these are areas where horses can go when pastures can not be used)  ___ yes or ___ no 

18. If you do use sacrifice areas, what type of material is used in these areas? 

___ Earth/ Dirt                                           ___ Wood Chips

___ Bluestone                                            ___ Sand

___ Other (please specify): ________________________________________________

19. Are your pastures continuously grazed (horses in every day)?   ___yes or ___ no

20. Are the horses rotated from pasture to pasture (to enable rest periods for pasture)? 

      ___ yes or ___ no

21. On average, how often do you rotate the horses from pasture to pasture? ____________________________ 

22. On average, how many days do the pastures rest before horses are placed back on the pastures? ________________________ 

23. Have you ever had a soil test done to determine the nutrient needs of your pastures? 

             ___yes or ___ no

            If yes, when was the last time a soil test performed? ____________________

24.  On average, how often are the pastures fertilized with a commercial fertilizer? ______________________________________ 

25. Do you apply lime to correct the pH level in the pastures?  ___ yes or ___ no 

How often to you lime the fields?

_________________________________________

       

      26. How would you rate the quality of the pastures?

      ___ Good – very few or no bare spots with mainly desirable grasses present

      ___ Fair – few bare spots with adequate grass cover; some weeds

      ___ Poor – many bare spots with inadequate grass cover; numerous weeds

Hay Management

27. Do you grow any hay on the property? ___yes or ___ no 

Elsewhere? ___ yes or ___ no

28. How many acres of hay do to you grow? ________________________________ 

29. Do you already have a Nutrient Management Plan?  ___ yes or ___ no 

30. Do you already have a Soil and Water Conservation Plan with Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District?  ___ yes or ___ no 

31. Would you be interested in obtaining information about any of the following? 

(Please select all that apply) 

___ Pasture Management                                      ___ Erosion Control

___ Manure Management                                      ___ Composting

___ Nutrient Management                                     ___ Agricultural Cost Share                

                                                                                       Programs

___ Other 

(please specify):__________________________________________________

Please provide the following information for AASCD to contact you and/or your operation: 

Farm Name: ___________________________________________________________

Owners Name: _________________________________________________________

Stable Manager (if applicable) _____________________________________________

Address: (farm and/or mailing) _____________________________________________________________________                                                                

_____________________________________________________________________

Phone #’s: Home____________________, Cell____________________

                  Barn ____________________, Work __________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________
What is your preference of contact? ___ mail ___phone___email

From the list below, please indicate your familiarity with the following agencies. Place and ‘X’ in each blank that applies.

Worked           Familiar            Not Familiar

   With                 With                   With

            

            A). Anne Arundel Soil Conservation/

                  NRCS                                                  _____          ______               _____

            B). Maryland Cooperative Extension           _____          ______               _____

            C). Maryland Department of Agriculture _____              ______               _____

Thank you for completing this survey. If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact Suzi Whilden, Equine Outreach Specialist, Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District, by phone at 410-571-6757 ext. 102 or by email suzi.whilden@md.nacdnet.net. 

